Abstract. Symmetric positive systems (Friedrichs systems) of first-order linear partial differential equations were introduced by Kurt Otto Friedrichs (1958) in order to treat the equations that change their type, like the equations modelling transonic fluid flow. It consists of a first order system of partial differential equations (of a specific type) and an admissible boundary condition. Friedrichs showed that this class of problems encompasses a wide variety of classical and neoclassical initial and boundary value problems for various linear partial differential equations.
